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In the days leading up to Christmas I often feel bombarded
by songs in stores, TV commercials and movies imposing
unrealistic expectations of romance, perfect family
gatherings, and buying the perfect gift which imply the
only purpose for Christmas is sentimental in nature.
The Charlie Brown Christmas special is my favorite
because it weaves together this ever increasing dichotomy
of the season when Lucy tells Charlie Brown: “Look,
Charlie, let's face it. We all know that Christmas is a big
commercial racket. It's run by a big eastern syndicate, you
know.” And when Linus brilliantly preaches the good news
of the Gospel of Christmas when answering Charlie
Brown’s deepest question: “Isn't there anyone out there
who can tell me what Christmas is all about?”
Observing Advent means setting aside time to focus on the
spiritual rather than merely the secular preparation for
Christmas. “The word Advent is derived from the Latin
word adventus, meaning coming, which is a translation of
the Greek word Parousia.”
https://www.christianity.com/christian-life/christmas/whatis-advent.html)
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During Advent special attention is spent on both the Celebration
of Christ’s birth as well as Christ’s second coming as the judge of
the world. To guide in this preparation daily readings and prayers
help focus our attention on Christ rather than the ever-hyped-up
secular “Christmas” traditions our society enjoys.
This simple Advent devotional, inspired by a simple advent
calendar craft and advent lectionary scriptures offers daily focus
during advent.
Each Sunday offers a reading from the prophet Isaiah to set the
theme for the week. Each Monday offers a reading from the
gospel of Matthew along with a focus question. Each Tuesday
offers a prayer for others. Each Wednesday offers a self-reflection
prayer or question. Each Thursday offers an inward-spiritual
recognition with an “other-focused” prayer. Each Friday offers a
verse from Psalm 51 and finally each Saturday offers a prayer for
spiritual growth.
It is my hope these small, yet powerful daily readings will become
daily mantras aiding your spiritual preparation for celebrating both
the birth of our Peace-maker and soul-saver as well as anticipation
of the final Parousia, his coming in final victory!
A note about the photos: Most of the photos are from my travels
this past summer around South Dakota, Wyoming, and Montana.
Other photos are from Colorado, Mundelein Seminary, Sedona,
AZ, and the Smokey Mountains.
Moon in Rapid City, S.D.
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Sunday, Dec. 1
Read Isaiah 2:3-4
Prepare
Isa. 2:3-4
“He will teach us his ways,
so that we may walk in his paths.”
The law will go out from Zion,
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
4

He will judge between the nations

and will settle disputes for many
peoples.
They will beat their swords into
plowshares
and their spears into
pruning hooks.
Nation will not take up sword against nation,
nor will they train for war anymore.”
Lord, guide me to learn your ways
and walk in your paths.
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Monday, Dec. 2
Read Matthew 24:42-44
Prepare
Matt 24: 42-44
“Therefore, keep watch,
because you do not know
on what day your Lord will come.
But understand this: If the owner of the house
had known at what time of night the thief was coming,
he would have kept watch
and would not have let his house be broken into.
So, you also must be ready,
because the Son of Man will come
at an hour when you do not expect him.”
How do I stay ready for Christ’s coming?

Grand Prismatic Spring, Yellowstone National Park, WY
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Tuesday, Dec. 3
Prepare

Today I will pray for someone merely getting ready for a secular
Christmas that they might prepare for Christ’s coming.
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Wednesday
Dec 4

Prepare
Come, Lord Jesus, Come.

Where do I need Jesus to come into my life?

Bear Lake, Rocky Mountain National Park, CO
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Thursday, Dec 5
Prepare

May God’s presence in me
bring hope to those around me.
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Friday, Dec. 6
Prepare
Psalm 51: 10
“Create in me a
pure heart, O God,
and renew a
steadfast spirit
within me.”

Grand Tetons, Jackson Lake lodge, Moran, WY
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Saturday, Dec 7
Prepare
Help me, oh, Lord,
to turn my
violent tools into
cultivating your
love.
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Sunday, Dec 8
Prepare for reconciliation
Isaiah 11:6-7 The wolf will live with the lamb, the
leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and
the lion and the yearling together and a little
child will lead them. 7 The cow will feed with the
bear, their young will lie down together, and the
lion will eat straw like the ox.

Sedona, AZ Sunset
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Monday,
Dec 9
Prepare for reconciliation

Matthew 3: 1-3 In those days John the
Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness
of Judea and saying, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near.
” This is he who was spoken of through
the prophet Isaiah:
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
Prepare the way for the Lord, make
straight paths for him.’
How do I prepare for
Christ’s reconciliation?
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Tuesday, Dec. 10
Prepare for reconciliation

Today I will pray for those needing reconciliation.

Lodgepole Pine, Fountain Paint Pot Nature
Trail Tour, Yellowstone National Park, WY
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Wednesday, Dec 11
Prepare for reconciliation

Lord, make the crooked ways straight.
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Thursday, Dec 12
Prepare for reconciliation

May the Christ in me bring grace to those around me.

Grand Prismatic Spring, Yellowstone National Park, WY
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Friday, Dec 13
Prepare for reconciliation
Psalm 51: 11
Do not
cast
me from
your
presence
or
take
your
Holy
Spirit
from me.
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Saturday,
Dec. 14
Prepare for
reconciliation

Help me,
O Lord,
to believe that
one day the
wolf will live
with the lamb.

Pine trees around
Devil’s Tower
National
Monument,
WY
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Sunday, Dec. 15
Prepare for Joy

Isa. 35:5–6 5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened
and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 6 Then will the
lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for
joy. Water will gush forth in the wilderness and
streams in the desert.
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Monday,
December 16
Prepare for Joy
Matt. 11:4-5 4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report
to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind
receive sight, the lame walk, those who have
leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are
raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the
poor.”

How do I maintain joy as I
prepare for Christmas?

Mundelein Seminary
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Tuesday, Dec. 17
Prepare for Joy
Today I will pray
For those who
Need joy and
Faith in healing.
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Wednesday, Dec. 18
Prepare for Joy
The joy of
The Lord is
My strength.

Mundelein Seminary
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Thursday, Dec 19
Prepare for Joy
May Christ’s joy
Shine in all
I do.
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Friday, Dec 20
Prepare for Joy
Psalm 51: 12
Restore to me
the joy of your
salvation.

Sunset over Grand Tetons, Jackson Lake lodge, Moran, WY
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Saturday, Dec 21
Prepare for Joy
Help me, Lord,
To rejoice in
The miracles
All around.
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Sunday, Dec 22
Prepare for a sign
Isa. 7:14–16 14 Therefore the Lord himself will
give you[a] a sign: The virgin[b] will conceive
and give birth to a son, and[c] will call him
Immanuel.[d] 15 He will be eating curds and
honey when he knows enough to reject the wrong
and choose the right, 16 for before the boy knows
enough to reject the wrong and choose the right,
the land of the two kings you dread will be laid
waste.

Sunset, Sedona, AZ
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Monday,
Dec 23
Prepare for a sign

Matt. 1:20–25 20 But after he had
considered this, (divorcing Mary)
an angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do
not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife,
because what is conceived in her is from the
Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and
you are to give him the name Jesus,[c] because
he will save his people from their sins.”
How do I see God’s sign of redemption?
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Tuesday,
Dec 24,
Prepare for a sign

Today I will pray
for all who
need a sign of
God’s love.

Isa. 9:6–7
Isa 9: 6-7 For to us a child is born, to us a son is
given, and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the
greatness of his government and peace there will be
no end

Stained glass inside chapel at Wall Drug, SD
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Wednesday,
Dec 25
Merry Christmas
Blessed are they who have not seen yet Believe

Joy to the World The Lord is Come!
2:10-14
I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.
11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you;
he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you:
You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared
with the angel, praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests

Sunset over Smokey Mountains, NC
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