
  

  

 

Dear Friends, 
Even in the hardest of times, hope remains.  As we struggle to explain recent 
events to our youngest citizens, let us recall our country has experienced great 
tragedy before. The Civil War, the assassinations of John F. Kennedy and Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., 9-11…each one shattered America.  But in the end, we 
were somehow able to put ourselves back together again and make progress 
toward a better America.  

If you hide a wound it only worsens. At Cool Learning Experience (CLE) we don't 
shelter children from the truth.  Our age-appropriate talking circles address difficult 
topics in a safe and loving space.  We care deeply about the minds and hearts of 
our nature buddies!  We also believe in the power of time spent outdoors to heal 
and rejuvenate. A slow walk in the park, a dip in the lake, or a lazy afternoon 
watching clouds can calm the soul. 

We also empower students to be a force for good in a world that is not always so 
good.  We equip children with critical thinking skills, an ability to work with those 
holding different viewpoints, and – most importantly, the ability to see and care for 



 

others.  We build ”empathy muscles” with our social and emotional literacy initiative 
called Peace Paws, where children develop self-awareness, social awareness, and 
relationship and responsible decision making skills. These skills are put to good 
use as our children successfully navigate programs that include youth of different 
ages, races, religions, and socio-economic backgrounds and staff that brings a 
diversity of experiences. 

Please join us in supporting one another using our “empathy muscles” and come 
together as a community to overcome the current unrest and appreciate all that is 
wonderful and hopeful in our lives.  Together, we can overcome the current 
challenges and return to a world that brings individuals of all backgrounds together 
and is more just for all. 

With hope, 

 
Barbara (Ms. Coyote) Waller 

 

Like his three older brothers in year’s past, Jordan joined us for our programming 
this past summer. During the course of the summer, we were startled to learn that 
this third-grader, a curious and charismatic member of our CLE Family, was a non-
reader! Alarmed by his future prospects, we committed to exploring every option 
for Jordan to write, read, and count by the end of third grade. Yes, we had the 
audacity to think we could change the learning trajectory for this child!  
 
After conferring with his teachers, we enlisted an early childhood educator to tutor 
Jordan twice a week in a safe and sanitized area of CLE. We were determined to 



 

turn what could have been a horror story into a story of change! Jordan’s mother 
volunteers while he and “Ms. Betty” experience the joy of reading for several hours 
each week. Ms. Betty also shows Mom and Dad ways to support Jordan at home. 
With our wrap-around support, Jordan is making amazing progress and he is now 
reading simple books independently! 

"Since Jordan has been working with Ms. Betty he has become more confident 
expressing himself in school. His teacher tells me that, for the first time, Jordan 

raises his hand during class and helps his classmates when they do not 
understand something new. She also tells me that Jordan finishes his homework in 

class! We thank CLE for having Ms. Betty work with Jordan with his reading, so 
now he can read and likes being in school." --Karla Arenas (Jordan’s Mother) 

Thanks to the financial support of the North Suburban Mennonite Church tutoring 
is fully paid for and Jordan is on his way to reading at grade level, with a great 
future ahead! 

 

When COVID struck in the Spring of 2020, the Cool Learning Experience team 
sprung into action and established a new Distance Learning Support 
(DLS) program, to support the remote learning needs of CLE children. In a rapid 
fashion, they recruited and equipped past CLE teaching assistants to help a 
handful of children acclimate to and succeed at distance learning. 
  
In the summer, due to COVID restrictions, we had to move our summer program, 
Cool Summer Experience, to a virtual platform and that required a new curriculum 
and tools to provide the children with the amazing summer program that they and 
their parents had come to expect. To accomplish that enormous task, we partnered 
with Environmental Law and Policy Center (ELPC), a new partner, who provided a 
technology grant which allowed us to purchase refurbished Chromebooks and 
secure the services of a full-time IT specialist. This new partnership assured that 
we could connect remotely with the children throughout five weeks of summer 



 

learning and fun. 
  
When school resumed in the fall, some parents in Lake County struggled with 
securing computers and were challenged to use virtual learning tools to help their 
children navigate classroom activities.  These families were referred to Cool 
Learning Experience by local agencies because of our commitment to addressing 
the needs of the entire family. To assist, we made our Chromebooks available to 
and provided needed technical support to Lake County families at no cost for the 
2020-2021 school year. 
  

"CLE has been great to my family, especially during the COVID pandemic. My son 
needed a laptop for remote learning and CLE was happy to provide us with a 

Chromebook. Having the Chromebook removed the worry of my son fully 
participating in class time. Thank you to CLE for helping us when we needed it the 

most!" -- Kristina Wiley (Parent) 

  
As the school year continues, the need for free distance learning support continues 
to grow.  We would like to increase our capacity to serve the children of Lake 
County and are currently seeking compassionate individuals who would like to 
provide remote learning assistance to Waukegan-area children, first through ninth 
grade. 
 
Please contact us if you are interested in changing a child’s life.  Every minute 
that you put in will make a huge difference in their development. It's easy and 
incredibly rewarding. We will provide you with the tools that you need to be 
successful. If you have any questions or would like to volunteer, please email or 
call (224) 877-1067. 

 

Help us make more change throughout our community. Please help our garden 
grow by making a gift today! Thank you! 

 



  

 

Help us make more change throughout our community.  
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