
Sunday, April 22, 2018 
Earth Day Sunday 

 
 

Welcome 
           
H299   New earth, heavens new 
 
Call to Worship 
 
Leader: We have come here seeking to worship the God of all 
Creation.  
 
People: We have come to stand on holy ground!  
Leader: We have come to sing God’s praises, as trees and plants 
sing God’s praise with their blooming; crocuses, daffodils and 
budding trees. 
 
People: We have come to sing praises to our Creator!  
 
Leader: We have come to experience the flowing of the Spirit like 
our surrounding waters, the Des Plaines river and the great waters 
of Lake Michigan. 
People: We have come to open ourselves to the Holy Spirit!  
 
All: We have come to experience the God of Creation in this 
sacred space.  
 
Prayer 
           
G 338   Many and great 
H 57     Come and give thanks to the Giver 
 
Prayer of Confession 
Holy God, We confess that for many of us the history of how we 
came to be here is more complex than we understand. We 
confess that we have lost our connection to our local habitat—to 
the names of the birds of the air, and the fish of the waters, and 
every crawling thing that you have created. We confess that we 
are a people who have lost our connection to the dirt under our 
feet, the very substance into which you breathed life. Transform 
us, O God, and give us roots. (pause) 

 

Empower us to discover the history of this sacred place where you 
have called us. Embolden us to reconcile with all children of God 
who called this place home, and to honor their care for the land. 
Help us to learn the seasons of this sacred place—to learn the 
native flowers and trees, native birds and wildlife. Open our eyes 
to the seeds that have been sown here for millennia and the 
intentional care you have taken in crafting our habitat. May we be 
rooted and grounded in the family of God in our midst. Amen.  

Assurance 

There is nowhere that we can escape God’s love and 
compassion. In the generous gift of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, we 
have been forgiven. As Children of God, we are invited into the 
meaningful work of following faithfully after Jesus here, in this 
place. Amen.  

Offering 
 
Scripture    Psalm 104 
 
Reflection        “Hope”            Anne 
   
Response 
 
G 339   God, beyond all names 
 
Congregational Sharing 
 
Prayer 
 
Creator of Life, Abba, 
Your presence fills all of Creation. 
Again today, your kingdom has come. 
Again today, I join my will to your will to make earth as heaven. 
Again today, you’ll give us the bread we need for your daily work, 
and you’ll show mercy to us just as much as we show mercy to 
others. 
Again today, as we face times of testing, you’ll be with us in our 
trials. 
For yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 



 
Announcements 
 
Sending Song 
 
G 343   God of all creation 
 
Benediction 
In the name of Jesus, who was from Nazareth, we commit to this 
sacred place. May we go forth to connect more deeply and follow 
more faithfully—in this place to which God has called us. 

This Week's Reminders 
 

Take our Moments and Our Days, An Anabaptist Prayer Book,  
is available via free app:  
https://www.ambs.edu/publishing/anabaptist-prayer-book 
 
*Wednesdays, 7:00pm: Childcare ministry at First Baptist 
Church, Waukegan, see Kay or Shelly to help. 
 
*Lake County Refugee Resettlement Group: continue to 
support refugee sponsorship efforts in prayer, sharing finances, 
and signing up to help. See Linda or Karen K. 
 
April 26 Faith in Place: Advocacy Day 
Join us for a rally and the opportunity to educate your elected 
officials on the importance of environmental justice in our state. A 
bus will be leaving from Lake County to reserve your 
seat: http://bit.ly/AdvocacyApril26 
 
Church Planting Convention, May 4-6, “Sent, 2018” in 
Chicago, via MMN, Todd Wynward, and others.  
Check it out: https://www.mennonitemission.net/events/Sent-
2018-conference-We-are-church-planters 
 
 
Spring Congregational Meeting, May 20, 2018. 
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Meeting in Libertyville Civic Center 
Worship 10:30 am 
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