
 
Epiphany 

Sunday, January 7, 2018 
 

Circle of Welcome  
 
Drama  
 
Call to Worship 
 
L: Yes! The light is here. We carry it within us. 
All: It is the star of the East; it is the morning sun. 
L: It is as long as the moon, throughout all generations. 
All: Praise the Lord! 
L: You, O God, have caused the mountains to shake. 
You have torn open the heavens, and your glory reaches the 
earth.  
All: May we, like the magi, seek you until we find you. 
May we offer our gifts in your presence, no matter where 
you are found. 
L: Yes! Let your mystery be declared. 
 
Prayer  
 
Lighting community lights from the Christ candle 
Interlude 
   
Praising in Song  
 
STJ  5 Come and be light for our eyes 
STS 1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness 
 
Offering 
 
Scripture    Matthew 2:1-12  
 
Message    “How the Light Gets Out”        Ric 
 
Response  STS 39     Will You Come and Follow Me  (G 510) 
 
 

Confession 
O God, 

your light has come, your glory risen,  
and your brightness dawned, 

     illuminating not only the way of the magi, but all our paths. 
From your fullness we have received grace upon grace 
     as your mystery has been revealed 
     and your presence made known. 
Now we too are called to arise, shine, and return by another road. 
Yet we confess that 
 instead of lifting our eyes and searching diligently, 
 instead of walking with boldness and confidence, 
 instead of revealing and proclaiming your presence, 
       we cling to what we have and know, 
 and we continue on our old, familiar ways home. 
We are frightened by the unknown, 
 and by the darkness that covers the earth. 
Forgive us. 

(pause for silence) 
 
Words of assurance 
O God, Emmanuel, 
in Jesus, the Christ , you have come among us. 
You have given us life, and we are restored. 
 
Communion 
 
Congregational Sharing and Prayer 
 
Announcements 
 
Sending Song    H 318 Joy to the World 
 
Benediction 
May you go with the light. 
May you defend the cause of the poor and give deliverance to 
the needy. 
May you be like the rain that falls on mown grass and like 
showers that water the earth. 
May righteousness flourish and peace abound until the sun and 
moon are no more. Amen! 



Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Week's Reminders 
Details on the website  

 
*Wednesdays, 7:00pm: Childcare ministry at First Baptist 
Church, Waukegan, see Kay or Shelly to help. 
 
*Lake County Refugee Resettlement Group: continue to 
support refugee sponsorship efforts in prayer, sharing finances, 
and signing up to help. Needs are ongoing. See Linda or Karen 
 
*Saturday, January 27, Creating Congregational Cultures of 
Generosity, offered by Everence at Reba Place Church, Evanston. 
NSMC is invited to send a team. 
 
RETREAT, February 2-4, Camp Menno Haven, with Karla and 
Bill Minter (Karen’s sister); working theme: Listening for the 
heartbeat of God in creation. Numbers are due to Menno Haven: 
register with Anne soon! 
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Meeting in Libertyville Civic Center 
Worship 10:30 am 

 
 
	

Sunday, January 7, 2018 
 

Epiphany 
 

Drawn by the light, we, like the magi, are sent forth 
in new directions. We are empowered to be God’s 
illuminating presence in the world. Arise, shine, for 

the mystery of Christ has been revealed! 
 

Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14; Ephesians 3:1-12;  
Matthew 2:1-12 

 
 
	
	


